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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

ST KEVERNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 3rd July 2025 in the United Methodist Church, St Keverne at 7.00pm.

The following Councillors were present:

	Cllr N Hobbs (Chairman)
	Cllr R Richards

	Cllr Mrs S Lyne 
	Cllr Ms A Strickland

	Cllr A Richards
	Cllr Mrs J Ludbrook

	Cllr Mrs K Dewar
	Cllr J Brocklebank

	Cllr D Lambrick
	Cllr Mrs H Martin

	Cllr B Sherriff
	

	
	


Also present: - 3 members of the public.

1. To accept apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mark Hall-Digweed and Cornwall Cllr Rory Gow.
2. Members to declare disclosable pecuniary and prejudicial interests (including details thereof) in respect of any item on this agenda and any dispensations thereon previously granted or requested now
Cllr Lambrick – item 11b).
3. Public Question Time (15 minutes in total – 2 minutes each - to speak on agenda item or raise a new subject).  This is your only chance to speak unless invited to do so elsewhere by the Chairman
A member of the public complained about the state of hedges on the outside edge of Doctor’s Hill and Polventon House. This followed him raising it at the annual meeting this year and also the year before. The Chairman advised that hedges against the highways were under the jurisdiction of Cornwall Council. He would raise it with Cornwall Highways and Cornwall Cllr Rory Gow. The member of public also added he had not had a meeting with the former chairman about Porthoustock beach. However, it was noted he had had one with him 3 months earlier. Former chairman Mark Hall- Digweed was hoping to meet the CC solicitor this month to see how far the registering of the beach has got and to report back in September.
4. To adopt the 2024/25 end of year accounts
It was RESOLVED to adopt the 2024/25 end of year accounts, which showed an end of year balance of £29,215.83.

5. To approve the Annual Governance Statement for financial year ending 31st March 2025
It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement for financial year ending 31st March 2025
6. To approve the Annual Accounting Statements for financial year ending 31st March 2025
7. It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounting Statements for financial year ending 31st March 2025
8. To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting are signed as a true and accurate record.
9. To receive Cornwall Council report
In his absence, Cllr Rory Gow send a report:

Cornwall Councillor Report – St. Keverne Parish Council - July 2025 I hope you are well before the summer break. I apologise I can’t be with you in person this time, but I wanted to share a brief update on my recent work on your behalf.

Since we last met, Cornwall Council has not yet held a full meeting, the next is scheduled for the 22nd of July. However, several committees have been active, and I’ve continued to represent our community on the following committees:

 • West Sub-Area Planning Committee 

• Together for Families Overview and Scrutiny Committee

 • Sustainable Growth and Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee

 At the inaugural meeting of the Sustainable Growth and Place Committee (1st July), I was honoured to be unanimously elected Vice-Chair, working alongside Cllr Connor Donnithorne as Chair.

I have also begun my role as Cornwall Council’s representative on the Cornwall FLOW Commission, which is charting a course for potential floating offshore wind development in the Celtic Sea.

 In addition, I’ve joined the Cornwall Community Flood Forum, alongside Cllrs Loveday Jenkin and Martyn Alvey. This group brings together Council members and flood experts to improve our preparedness and response to flood events. Given Coverack’s own history with flooding, I believe this forum could be a valuable resource for the Parish Council. I’ll gladly raise any concerns or questions you may have.

 On the matter of the Community Chest Fund, I’m now receiving applications. However, I must be candid: this year’s allocation is just £1,400 per Councillor—a significant reduction from previous years. I’ll do my best to support worthwhile projects, but I’ll need to prioritise carefully.

 Turning to a pressing local concern: the digital switchover and the phasing out of the copper network. This transition to VoIP technology is already causing difficulties, especially in our more rural communities. I’m working closely with Andrew George MP to press Ministers and officials for clarity and support during this transition. I’ll keep you updated as we receive further information.

On a more personal note, I was delighted to attend the An Gof commemoration—a celebration of Cornish identity and resilience. This event has inspired me to explore my own Cornish roots and to begin learning the Cornish language.

 Finally, over the summer period, the annual St Keverne Ox Roast is fast approaching. I have attended this event many times in the past, particularly during my time as a member of St. Keverne band. I can assure you that I will be attending this year and hope to see many of you there.

As always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch: cllr.rory.gow@cornwall.gov.uk.

10. To receive update on SWAST proposed removal of fire brigade Co-responders
Cllr Helen Martin gave an update, with Adam Martin, Watch Manager of St Keverne Fire Station also present in the public gallery:

Co-Res report 
Since our last meeting there has been a lot of coverage about SWAST’s decision to phase 

out the co-responders and replace them with first responders.
There is an active social media campaign run by Megan Martin. She is now collaborating 

with contacts from Devon and Somerset to widen the reach.
The petition has over 3000 signatures which, a great achievement but it still needs more.
One barrier has been the misunderstanding of what co responders do, why their shoes can't 

be filled by first responders and confusion in language. Co-responders are often referred to as first responders and adding community in front of that isn't a clear enough distinction. Plus with this only affecting 5 stations in Cornwall the wider community are unaware of the significance.
The co-responders have made plans to attend local events and supermarkets to promote 

the campaign and this is backed by the service.
It is imperative that good relationships are maintained between both services!  

SWAST are currently not moving on their decision but will review if recruitment isn't 

successful.
Recruitment  for first responders starts in August and the training starts in February.
In the meantime it is noted by our co responders that call outs have significantly dropped 

with reports of heart attacks, air ambulance attendance and de-fibs being removed  in St 

Keverne without the co-responders being called.
The suggestion of Co-responders becoming first responders won’t work because they are 

already committed to 120hrs per week to the fire service.
There are a number of challenges for first responders in rural areas and responding as lone 

responders with ever increasing ambulance times seems like a risk we don't need to take 

with the current set up that is already proven to work.
The extra cost is £280,000 for the whole of the southwest which whilst a significant amount 

is a small part of the budget for SWAST and a saving of approx £60 a call out. Calls fluctuate 

significantly depending on the time of year with a natural rise in the summer due to the busy 

tourist season. Winter pressures seen in the NHS don't seem to affect the number of cat 1 

calls.
In summary, CFR’s have a place in the community but not as a replacement service to the 

Co-Responders who attend in pairs, have team support, a vehicle that can cope with all 

terrain conditions that is maintained by the fire service and a robust on call system that 

makes sure the lizard is well covered by the three fire stations.
Cllr Helen Martin was thanked for the update on the current situation.

11. To receive the following planning applications

a) PA25/03850 Proposed replacement flat roof with roof lantern, block up existing rear window and reduce size of side window. Greystone, The Cove, Coverack, Mr M Thirlaway
It was RESOLVED to support the application.
b) PA25/03855Reserved matters application for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following outline approval PA23/01622 dated 11.07.23 for the construction of up to 2no. detached dwellings, land east of Trenance Cottage, St Keverne, Mr L. Sheldon
Cllr Lambrick left the meeting during discussion of this item.

The AONB and neighbours had objected at the outline stage for two houses, and they, together, were less than 25% the size of this proposal. This went against Policy 11 regarding vernacular scale of buildings. It would be overbearing for the immediate neighbour and contained too much glass. It was RESOLVED to object on the grounds of overdevelopment, too much glazing and to agree with the AONB.
12. To receive planning decisions
Applicant:- Mr John Heaney APPROVED
Location:- 12 Doctors Hill St Keverne Helston Cornwall TR12 6UX

Proposal Alterations to dwelling including ramped level access to the property, with a covered area for mobility scooter storage. New entrance porch beyond the covered area. Internal alteration consisting of open kitchen/dining/lounge and ground floor ensuite bedroom. Garage to be partly converted into a utility, guest toilet and hobby room. Layout changes to the first floor.

19/06/2025 PA25/01065 APPROVED

Applicant:- Mr L. Lugg

Location:- Deadmans Cross Caravan St Martin Helston Cornwall TR12 6DU

Proposal Removal of Lawful Residential Caravan and Construction of Dwelling without compliance of Condition 2 of Appeal Decision APP/D0840/W/23/3330401 dated 15/08/2024

26/06/2025 PA25/04214 Planning Permission required

Applicant:- Mr Mark Hall-Digweed

Location:- Redundant Farm Building Roskorwell Manor Roskorwell St Keverne Helston 

Proposal Prior notification of agricultural or forestry development for the replacement of an existing concrete block and timber building used as a milking shed, pump house and storage building with a timber cart shed and storage building.
13. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on this agenda
Highways would be contacted about Doctor’s Hill and Polventon hedges plus the stones at Treleague bends again and Roskorwell hedges. The area supervisor would be asked for a site meeting.
14. To receive and consider presentations from applicants for casual vacancies on Council
There were no more applicants.
15. To receive report on state of area around and including St Keverne bus shelter
Cllrs A Richards and Mrs K Dewar had visited the site, along with Cllr B Sherriff. The sentiment was that really a new bus shelter is required. However, it was agreed to get it washed first to see how bad it is and then have it painted. A pile of rubble next to the re-built wall had been cleared up by a parishioner for An Gof Day. The working group was charged with producing a scope of works including costs, after the initial cleaning.
16. To consider security of toilets cash boxes at North Corner
As they were constantly being broken into, it was agreed that they are all removed from the toilet walls and replaced with a sign asking people to contribute to the main honesty box in the car park below.
17. To discuss taking out an extended warranty for ticket machine
A quote had been received but it would be checked how much this covered before making a decision.
18. Correspondence
There was no correspondence.
19. To receive the financial statement
Current a/c £1,672.08
saver £40,066.38
total £41,738.46

20. The cheques to be signed by Councillor Mrs Dewar

21. To approve the following outstanding accounts
It was RESOLVED that the following outstanding accounts are paid:
a) Clerk’s pay (net of pension)





            818.33

b) Clerk’s expenses
(Jun)






    
    9.84

c) Cornwall Pension Fund (Jul)
       





271.64

d) HMRC (Tax/NI)








668.03

e) Metro Rod (Drain clearance St K men’s)





  78.00

f) Metro Rod (drain clearance Porthallow)





  78.00

g) UMC St Keverne (hall hire Jul)






  20.00

h) S&B Facilities Management (toilets cleaning)



          1710.00

i) Business Waste (Bin collections 14/7& 28/7)



 
  59.90

j) Flowbird (0 months airtime ticket machine)


            
  12.60

k) Flowbird (1 gateway transactions)





    0.00

l) Flowbird (1st call out to machine)






248.40

m) Jamie Heast (2nd 50% ceiling painting toilets)




250.00

n) Complete (janitorial)







441.50

o) Scribe accounts (annual subscription)





489.60

p) Graham Pascoe (plumbing inv 125)





  98.00

q) Graham Pascoe (plumbing inv 126)





  52.50

r) Cormac waste collection NC car park 2025/26




547.43

s) Complete (2 x Plastic 900ml soap dispensers)




  47.98 (paid)

t) Zurich Insurance (additional payment)





  36.00 (paid)

u) Jamie Heast (additional toilets work)





819.00 (paid)

22. Any other business (for information only)
Children mucking around inside/outside St Keverne toilets – PCSO Julia Berry is aware.

Door to cupboard in St Keverne men’s toilet needed repairing

Porthallow beach café had now become a bar. It had an alcohol licence but was converting a garage for it. Planning enforcement would be advised.

12th and 15th July churchyard tidy ups would be held.

The walkway on Godrevy path was breaking up and dropping on either side, it also needed cleaning off. Countryside Access would be advised.

Well Lane to Porthallow road path 2 needed trimming. The trimmer was due back in two weeks.

A pothole Treleague Watering would be reported online to Cormac.

Trelanvean Farmhouse was having a new roof, which was being raised at the same time. It would be reported to Planning enforcement as bat surveys should have been carried out before work commenced.

Lambeage Hall is in a financial tangle and has started fundraising as it has lost some of its levelling up money due to running out of time to complete the project.

Coverack Shop had reached its opening target of £50k and had taken on a Manager and deputy.
23. The next meeting of the Council will be held in United Methodist Church St Keverne on Thursday 4th September 2025 at 7.00pm.
24. It was RESOLVED to exclude members of the public and press due to the nature of the following items under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 (Standing Order 1c)
